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The Ron Paul 
Revolution was a 
grassroots 
movement 
co-opted by 
centralization 



Freedom Sells:
● $34.5 million raised by Ron 

Paul 2008 Campaign 
● $41 million raised by Ron 

Paul 2012 Campaign
● $26.5 million raised by 

Campaign For Liberty
● Ron Paul Current Speaker 

Fee $50,000



This trend towards centralization seems 
inevitable. Some people will always be more 
motivated than others to seize power and 
control. And they will be able to do so because 
the rest of us like convenience and simplicity.

-Alex Meyer on Medium.com



Accountability (Helps) Prevent 
Exploitation: Accountability deters 
harmful behavior. 



Decentralized communities 
often lack hierarchical systems 
to enforce rules, making 
accountability systems critical 
for conflict resolution.



Accountability = 
Integrity
Decentralized 
communities often form 
around shared values, 
such as autonomy, 
sovereignty, or 
sustainability. 
Accountability helps 
ensure that members' 
actions align with these 
principles, preserving the 
community's integrity.



In the absence of 
accountability, decentralized 
communities risk 
fragmentation or collapse. 
Transparent processes and 
shared responsibility create a 
stable foundation for long-term 
growth and adaptation.



Many cults & “alternative institutions” started with a 
foundation of freedom or personal sovereignty, & descended 
into coercive control, fraud, exploitation…

or worse... 



The People's 
Temple. Jim Jones.

Foundational Principal: Equity 
and Racial Harmony

Positive Origins: Initially, the 
People's Temple emphasized social 
justice, racial integration, and 
communal living as a way to escape 
societal oppression.

Downfall: Over time, it evolved into 
a highly controlled cult that 
culminated in the mass suicide of 
over 900 people in Jonestown, 
Guyana, in 1978.



The Rajneesh 
Movement Osho.

Founding Principal: Individual 
freedom and spiritual 

enlightenment.

Positive Origins: Founded by 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (Osho), 
the movement promoted 
meditation, self-expression, and 
liberation from societal norms.

Downfall: The group became 
notorious for criminal activities, 
including bioterrorism and fraud, 
during their time in Oregon in the 
1980s.



NXIVM. Keith 
Ranuere.

Founding principal: 
empowerment and 

self-sovereignty.

Positive Origins: Initially promoted 
as a self-help organization that 
aimed to help individuals achieve 
personal and professional freedom.

Downfall: It became a coercive cult, 
with revelations of manipulation, 
exploitation, and human trafficking 
leading to Raniere’s arrest and 
conviction.



Positive Beginnings: Many of 
these organizations began with 
ideals that resonated with 
people seeking freedom, 
self-improvement, or spiritual 
growth.



Power Dynamics: Over time, 
charismatic leadership and lack 
of accountability often led to 
authoritarian structures.



Control vs. Freedom: Despite 
their origins in freedom or 
sovereignty, these groups often 
imposed rigid controls on 
members, contradicting their 
founding principles.



Freedom & Crypto Communities Vulnerable to Corruption 

1. Charismatic Leadership

Visionary Figures: Crypto and freedom 
communities often rally around charismatic 
individuals who articulate compelling visions of 
decentralization, liberty, or financial 
independence.

Over-reliance: This admiration can lead to an 
over-reliance on these figures, allowing them to 
gain disproportionate influence and control, 
even in decentralized systems.

2. Lack of Oversight

Decentralized Structures: While 
decentralization is a strength, it can also mean 
there's no clear accountability. Without 
centralized checks and balances, bad actors can 
exploit the system.

Trust Without Verification: Communities often 
rely on trust, particularly in early stages, which 
can open the door to fraud or manipulation if 
members don't critically evaluate leaders or 
systems.



3. High-Stakes Environments

Financial Incentives: The potential for immense 
wealth in crypto projects creates opportunities 
for greed, scams, and corruption.

Ideological Zeal: Freedom movements are often 
driven by strong emotions and values, which 
can be manipulated by charismatic figures for 
personal gain or to consolidate power.

4. Complexity and Knowledge Gaps

Technical Barriers: Many members of these 
communities lack deep technical knowledge 
about blockchain or the systems they're 
engaging with. This creates dependency on 
"experts" who may exploit their position.

Misinformation: Complex systems and jargon 
can obscure unethical practices, making it 
easier for bad actors to operate unnoticed.

Freedom & Crypto Communities Vulnerable to Corruption 



5. Groupthink and Echo Chambers

Us vs. Them Mentality: Freedom communities 
often see themselves as opposed to mainstream 
systems, fostering strong in-group loyalty and 
resistance to external criticism.

Blind Loyalty: Members may dismiss legitimate 
concerns about their leaders or systems to 
protect the community from perceived threats, 
enabling corruption or authoritarian behavior.

6. Lack of Regulation

Freedom from State Oversight: While freedom 
from government control is a core principle, it 
also means there’s little recourse for addressing 
corruption, fraud, or abuse.

Self-Policing Limitations: Community-driven 
governance can struggle to address 
wrongdoing, especially if influential figures 
dominate decision-making processes.

Freedom & Crypto Communities Vulnerable to Corruption 



7. Opportunistic Entrants

Bad Actors: The libertarian ethos of minimal 
oversight can attract opportunists who exploit 
the community’s ideals to build their own 
wealth or power.

Cult-Like Dynamics: Some leaders may 
intentionally foster cults of personality, 
promoting their image as indispensable while 
silencing dissent and consolidating influence.

8. Emotional Investment

Hope and Idealism: Many participants join 
these movements out of hope for a better 
future. This emotional investment can make 
them overlook red flags or rationalize unethical 
behavior.

Fear of Failure: When problems arise, members 
may double down on their loyalty rather than 
confront uncomfortable truths, fearing the 
collapse of their shared dream.

Freedom & Crypto Communities Vulnerable to Corruption 



My Personal 
Experience with 
a Lack of 
Accountability in 
our Communities



My personal experience with predatorial people in the “liberty movement”
Freos - Misappropriation, violence. Offenders died. 

Stalker - Ron Paul 2008 activist literally stalked me. Offender 
convicted of raping another woman. 

Theft - fundraiser created personal wallet and kept crypto, no 
resolution.  Offender at large. 

Con Artist - Sells freedom while actively legally oppressing ex 
wife and children. Offender is here at this conference. 

Abusive Men - Employees and women report violence, anger, 
Misappropriation, and community turns a blind eye. 



HBOs The Anarchists depicts a freedom oriented crypto 
community with NO accountability. The ultimate 
consequence – death. Multiple deaths.



When 
Accountability 
Works 



Witnessing Accountability Work
● The radical 

transformation of Jeff 
Berwick, called out, 
public apology, change 
of behavior. 

● The radical 
ransformation of Lily 
Miranda Forester Webb. 

● Agorapulco - Violence, 
embezzlement, 
misappropriation. 
Offenders banned from 
community. 

● Abusive personalities 
removed from 
Greenbriar 



Accountability in decentralized communities
● Create clear shared values and goals 

through Mission and vision statement. 
● Encourage consensus in decision making 
● Transparent practices including a clear 

record of decision-making in votes. 
● Accessible information, make financial 

reports, business practices, and meeting 
minutes available to all members of the 
community 

● Use decentralized technology, blockchain 
can track and document votes

● Foster distributed leadership, such as 
rotating roles

● Create accountability mechanisms like 
peer evaluations and self-enforcing 
contracts 

● Create conflict resolution processes, and 
do not allow conflict to Fester unresolved 

● Build a reputation system, don't do 
community with people who have a poor 
track record 

● Manage resources. Collectively, keeping 
centralized decision making out of the 
hands of a few

● Conduct regular audits. Address any 
issues quickly and directly. 



Sovereignliving.com
Anarchapulco.com 
Liberpulco.com


